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The Camping Holiday

Ladybird @ Readers
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Includes Cambridge English test pracice

The Camping
Holiday

Lesson objectives

Vocabulary focus

Adjectives and adverbs: heavy, horrible, quickly
Places: camp, cave, river

General: bite (n), bug, carrot, carry, holiday,
outside, pony, supper

Grammar focus
Can/can’t and must

Reading skills

Identifying characters

Cross-curricular connections
Art (drawing a picture)

Music (song)

Science (bugs)

Social studies (holidays)

Resources

Reader

Audio (UK/US) tracks 1, 2, 3
Flashcard download 1-10

Timing: 40-60 minutes

This is to be used as a general guide and will
depend on group size, the pace of learning, and
the children’s language ability.

We would suggest 10 minutes for Before
reading, 20 minutes for During reading,
and 10 minutes for After reading. Additional
time can be used for further activities.

The ponies go on a camping holiday! They want to eat a
nice supper. Then, the bugs come . . .

Lesson plan

Before reading

Show the children the cover of the Reader, but
hide the title. If they don’t already know the
ponies, introduce them from left to right as
Apple Bloom, Applejack, Rarity and Sweetie
Belle. Point to the tents and ask: What are
they doing? and teach or elicit that they are
camping. Ask: Can you guess what this story
is about? Reveal the title, and make sure the
children understand the meaning of camping
holiday. Ask: Have you ever been camping? Did
you like it? Why/why not? What did you take
with you?

Ask the children to look at Reader pages 4-5.
Go over the characters, and ask the children to
repeat their names after you.

Applejack Apple Bloom

£ P

Rarity Sweetie Belle

i Scootaloo  Rainbow Dash
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The Camping Holiday Lesson Plan

Help the children them to differentiate between
the ponies. Ask questions, for example: Which
pony is blue? Which pony has red hair? Give the
children time to study the ponies, then hold up
Flashcards 1-6 one by one in random order, but
hide the names. Ask: Who is this? and ask the
children to name each one without referring to
their books. Award points for correct answers.
Go over the other words and check that the
children understand the meanings.

During reading

Read out or play the recording of the text
(Audio track 1) and ask the children to follow
in their books. From time to time, before
reading the text, stop and ask questions about
a character. For example, before Reader

page 13, ask: Which pony is this? Why do you
think she looks sad? What is on her carrot?

On pages where the ponies appear together,
for example, page 12, ask the children

to name them.

It was a beautiful evening. “Oh no, there’s a bug on my

carrot,” said Sweetie Belle.

The ponies made
their supper.

Read out or play the recording of the text
again. This time, focus on can/can’t and must.
Make sure that children understand the
difference between the forms, for example,
after Reader page 21 where both are used.
Encourage the children to find other examples
of can/can’t and must in the story, and ask
questions to elicit short answers, for example:
Can the ponies eat their supper? Must they go
into the cave? Can the bugs go into the cave?

“I don’t want to go in the
cave,” said Scootaloo.

“The bugs are eating our
supper,” said Scootaloo,

Rainbow Dash carried her
into the cave.

After reading

Divide the class into teams. Make a statement
about a character in the story, for example: This
pony doesn’t like caves. Award points to the first
child or team to identify the character correctly.
For extra points, ask teams to give you more
information about the character, for example:
Scootaloo has pink hair. Get teams to make
statements about characters for the other team
to correct, for example: Rainbow Dash is pink.

Talk more about the characters. Ask: Do you
like this story? Who is your favorite character?
What did they say/do in the story? Ask about
bugs: Do you like bugs? Have you ever been
bitten by a bug? Where and when did it happen?

Talk about holidays with the children. Ask:
Where would you like to go on holiday? (for
example, the beach). Ask: What do you like
doing on holiday?

The children can do the following Reader
activities to focus on identifying characters:

1, 3, 4, 7 (Audio track 2), 12
Divide the class into five groups. Distribute the
Flashcards of Scootaloo, Rainbow Dash, Sweetie
Belle, Applejack and Rarity. Play the song
(Audio track 3) on Reader page 47, and ask the
children to listen and join in. Each group should
sing their character’s line(s), and hold up their
Flashcard. Swap the groups around.
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