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|ntroducin9 Lodybird Readers

The Ladybird Readers
series has been

leveled by experts

to gradually
introduce
key words to
learners of
English as they
begin their reading
journey.

The levels follow the Common
European Framework of Reference
(CEFR) and support students who are
taking the Cambridge English Young
Learners (YLE) exams. For more
information on the CEFR and YLE

exams, please see page 6.

Ladybird Books, part of Penguin
Random House, is an internationally
recognized publisher of children’s
books, and has produced high-quality
reading material for more than 100
years. Ladybird Readers builds on this
reputation to provide an experience of
reading a variety of short, whole books
as recommended by the Extensive
Reading Foundation
(http://erfoundation.org/wordpress).

Teachers, parents, and

children can choose:

® Traditional stories
children may know
already, such as
Rapunzel.

® Stories about much-
loved character
brands like Peter
Rabbit, Transformers
or Peppa Pig.

® Stories of everyday adventures
featuring children like themselves.

® Nonfiction books about the
world around them, including BBC
Earth titles.

Ladybird is famous
for the quality of
the 1llustrations
that accompany the

words. Great care
has been taken
to match a
small number
of words
with a large
llustrated scene, so that children can
check the meaning
of the words.
Ladybird
works with
the best
artists to
produce
beautiful
llustrations
that support
understanding of
the story.

“Hello, Miss Bear!
How are you?”

“Where’s Dad’s book?”
asks Peter Rabbit. “It’s not
here. Old Brown has got it!”

‘Busking sharks’ food

Basking sharks need to eat lots of
plankton because they are very big.

Cuarrer THREE
Badger

It was winter now, and Male was still
staying with Rat.

One day, Male thought, “T've heard a lot
about Mr. Badger, so T must meet him.”

Mole walked into the Wild Forest, but it
was frightening. It was full of animals,
and there were strange noises.

Tole walk into the forest and he
50 he followed him. Together,
o Budger's house.

“I am well, thank you.”

Basking sharks eat lots of little plankton.

Blue Boy puts Purple Boy's feet are

the plant here. f% near the mud.

This is my
favorite

oots,” said Superhero Max.
glﬂ:erlhmMux sent magic
to the boots. The boots
and the bad people flew
to a policeman.

l Heidi went back to the mountains.

Grandfather and Peter were very
happy to see her. Peter gave her
some goats’ milk. Then, Heidi
went to sleep in her little room
in the roof.

Heidi didn’t walk while she slept
that night. She was very happy
to be home.

“A red mark?” replied Mr. Brownlow.
He looked very worried. “I know him

We must find him before he finds Oliver.”

Mr. Brownlow immediately sent men to
look for Manks. They went to all the
public houses that Nancy spoke about,
and finally they found him in one of them

They put Monks in a carriage, and
quickly took him to Mr. Brownlow’s house.

“Go outside and lock the door!”
Mr. Brownlow said to the servants.

Then, he and Monks were alone.




Reading is the most important

skill that children learn. It is the

key to learning about the world for
themselves. Graded reading books
are shorter and simpler than normal
books, and give a step-by-step path to
independent reading. They gradually
introduce new vocabulary and sentence
structures at a pace that allows
children to gain confidence as they
learn to read.

Young English-language learners benefit
from specially written books that grade

the language based on words they already
know, while providing an opportunity

to learn a handful of extra words via a
glossary or Picture words section. Graded
readers for beginners will use just 50 to
200 words, most of which children will
recognize from their English lessons.

As children learn more English, they move
up a step to a level of graded reader that
uses more words in slightly longer texts.
This approach is motivating because
learners can see how they are progressing,
and discover that they can read and enjoy
narrative texts in English.

Graded readers help to improve the

fluency of children's reading by providing
extensive reading. Extensive reading is
about giving children a variety of books,
including nonfiction titles, and encouraging
them to read at least one book every two
weeks. Reading widely helps children to
learn about the different ways of organizing
meaning in books. For example, they

learn the difference between stories,

which organize events in a storyline,

and nonfiction texts, which organize
information into classifications.

Begi,n.ner First Phrases ® 25—50 words
Starter Pre-Al ¢ 50—100 words

A and B

Leve[ 1 Pre-Al e YLE Starters ® 100—200 words

Al e YLE Movers ® 200—300 words

A2 e YLE Flyers ¢ 600—900 words

Level 5 A2 e YLE Flyers / KET ® 900—1,500 words

“Top—down” processing to

understand meaning

Children usually learn to read in their
first language between the ages of five
and eight. They start by listening to an
adult read while they follow the pictures
in a book and gradually realize that the
printed sentences match the information
they hear.

Using familiar, traditional stories like
Cinderella or Little Red Riding Hood is a
great way to begin reading in a foreign
language because children often already
know the storylines. Once children know
the content of the story, they can pay
attention to what each sentence really
means, rather than just reading the words.
This is called “top-down” processing
because children work from comprehension
of the whole meaning of the story in a
mental map, down to the recognition of
individual sentences and words.

“Bottom—up” processing
from individual words

Children also begin to recognize how letter
sounds combine to make a whole word, for
example, how the letters ¢, a, and t make
the sound of the word “cat”. Then, they
learn how individual words form sentences.
This is called “bottom-up” processing
because reading is built up from small
parts. It is also referred to as “decoding”,
as children learn how letter sounds combine
to make words.

Children whose first language does not use
the English alphabet will need to spend
time learning the alphabet sounds. Then,
they can play with individual letter cards to
make words. It is best to start with words
such as look, book, and cook, which have
regular correspondences between how they
sound and they are spelled. This is called
the phonics approach to reading.

IOOl( bOOI( COO'(

Becoming a fluent reader

All children use the same top-down and
bottom-up processes in reading, whether
they are reading in a foreign language or
their first language.

However, there is a big difference in the
number of words children know. In their
first language, beginner readers will know
around 2,000 words in spoken language.
When learning a foreign language, children
only meet about 500 words in their first
100 hours of learning, and they will only
remember some of those words.



Common European
Framework of Reference

Most teaching programs and textbooks for
learners of English as a foreign language are
based on the Common European Framework
of Reference (CEFR). This framework
describes how learners use simple language
to communicate at a basic level (A1) and
then progress toward communications

that require more vocabulary and longer
grammatical structures (B1 upward). The
aim of most primary language teaching is to
ensure that each child becomes a Basic User
of English at the A1 or A2 level of the CEFR.
English textbooks for young learners often
introduce simplified language at this Basic
User level. This same simplified language is
used as a grading framework for the early
levels of Ladybird Readers.

At the Basic User level, children encounter
the most common, everyday words that are
short and easily remembered. Experts have
created the word lists for each level of the
Ladybird Readers with this aim in mind.
Each Reader also introduces some new
words that are specific to the story or topic.

Cambridge English: Young

Learners Exams

As well as using the CEFR as their
guiding framework, the Ladybird Readers
series 1is also leveled according to the

Cambridge English: Young Learners
(YLE) exams syllabus.

Children can take the YLE official
assessment to grade their reading and
writing skills. The table below shows how
each Ladybird Readers level fits with these
assessments. When your class or child
completes the activities at the back of a
Ladybird Readers book, you will notice that
many activities are marked Q to show they
are practicing skills for the YLE.

Accelerated Reader and
Lexile measures

Each Reader has its Lexile measure on

the back cover, and this information is also
given in the Lesson plans for easy reference.
The series is also leveled against the

Accelerated Reader program.

How Ladybird Readers levels fit with the CEFR and YLE exam levels

Beg inner First Phrases Pre-YLE Starters
Starter Pre-Al Pre-YLE Starters
Level 1 Pre-Al YLE Starters

Cambridge Young Learners English Exams level (YLE)

Al YLE Movers
YLE Movers
YLE Flyers
Level 5 A2 YLE Flyers / KET

Assessing children’s progress in reading

Children’s progress in reading usually follows these stages.
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1 Beginner St(lge “Hello! What is your name?” \\ I //

(Beginner to Level 1) A

At the first stage, children B s Pk i bl Bk
. eyes. He has a blue bag.

will use bottom-up

processes to start to identify
the sounds made by the

letters, and will rely on their
knowledge of the top-down
general meaning of the
story. They will use clues
from the pictures and the
shape of a word.




‘nthe past " “, Y

2 Mastering decoding etk
(Levels 2 to 3) e
At this stage, young S
learners will be able to

recognize familiar words

ry tired. She
o the father penguin.

and read short parts
of the text with clear
pronunciation.

3 Reading independently
(Level 4)

At this stage, young learners
will be able to use both
top-down and bottom-up
strategies independently with

‘mwﬂm,ﬂﬂmwsn
called Hamelin.

beautiful little town

The peaple of Hamelin were very

graded readers. They are ready
to read on their own and to
choose their own books.

4 Established readers S
(Levels 5 to 6) on the Iefand
At this stage, young
learners will be confident

CuapTer Two

readers, able to categorize

. . The Experiment
information from the text,

retell and summarize the
stories, predict events, and
understand the characters

and their motives.

Ludﬂbi"d 0 Readers

Rapunzel

sy

lin, b

Lesso bjectives
e

Nocabul

Rapunzel Lt (@) e,

Activity Book

Answer Key

“d

Undgpird () Roaders

These resources and more
are available to download from:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

A range of graded Readers sit at the heart
of the Ladybird Readers series, providing
leveled reading practice through new
fiction, popular characters, traditional
tales, and nonfiction. Each Reader has a
visual glossary of Picture words, as well

as activities to develop and consolidate
children’s language skills.

Each Reader has an accompanying
Activity Book, which gives children
further opportunities to practice reading,
writing, spelling, listening, and speaking
in English. It also includes a fun song or
chant to reinforce key vocabulary from
the Reader.

Free downloads

® Flexible, title-specific Lesson Plans
provide further activities and guidance
for using the Readers in the classroom
or at home.

® An Answer Key is available for
every Reader and Activity Book,
and also contains scripts for the
listening activities.

® Audio downloads are available in both
British and American English. These
include recordings of the Reader text,
listening activities, and the song or
chant for each title.

® Role plays are available for every
Reader in the Starter level, giving
students the opportunities to bring the
stories to life.

® Flashcards are available for every
level of the Ladybird Readers series,
and contains cards featuring the
Picture words used in the Readers.



The Ladybird Readers Starter level gently
introduces children to the phonics approach

to reading, using familiar themes such as
family, friends, animals, and food in the
playful, imaginative context of storytelling.

Each Reader focuses on a set of carefully

contextualized sounds within familiar

words. These sounds are divided into two

The Starter level has two sub-levels.
® Starter A looks at simple sound-letter
combinations, such as the /a/ sound in

bat and cat. It covers the 26 letters of

the alphabet, and introduces children to

some common sounds of these letters.

® Starter B explores more difficult

sound-letter combinations, such as the

groups: focus sounds and secondary sounds.

/igh/ sound in night and fright.

Starter | Title Theme Focus sounds
A Ted in Bed colors a, e, 1,0,b,d, 1t
u’ f’ g’ j’ k’ m’ r’
A The Fun Run school S,
ss, 11
A The Zoo 700 animals YW X, 2 long oo,
longi_e
Dom D d
A .Om og an clojches and 0. oa, ck
his Boat animals
Nicky and Poppy . P, Y, qu, n,c, h,
A (July 2017) favorite food ng

Starter | Title Theme Focus sounds
parts of h, ee, long oo,
B Doctor Panda the body short oo
B Brother Blue family er, igh, th
B The Old Boat | the sea %, long eq, ay,
sh, ph
countryside long oo, short oo,
B Farmer Carl and town ar, er, Oow
In the Mud , ,
B (July 2017) friends m, 01, ue, or, ear
Gus is Hot! . ch, h, u, f, long i,
B (July 2017) 1 fine G5 short 1
B The Big Fish ea animal t, ea, ai, a
sea animals s, t, ea, ai, ay
(July 2017)

10
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Phonics in English Language Teaching

What is phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read by helping them to understand the
relationships between letters, sounds, and words. It is a popular teaching method for
native English speakers, and is increasingly used with children who are learning English
as a foreign language. This is because it gives children the tools they need to improve their
reading, writing, and pronunciation.

The English alphabet has 26 letters, but approximately 42 related sounds. Phonics
teaching helps children to identify sounds that relate to individual letters, such as /a/ in
cat, as well as sounds that relate to combinations of letters, such as /ear/ in bear.

With this understanding, children will be able to read, spell, and pronounce new and more
complex words in the future.

Children learn how to read by blending sounds to make a word:

e

hat h/a/t “hat” bus b/u/s “bus”
N J

~

They learn how to spell by segmenting a word into sounds:

2

“boat” b/oa/t boat  “book” b/oo/k book

N J

How can I introduce phonics?

Phonics teaching can be introduced in the
classroom or at home using short activities
and games.

Maoake children aware of sounds common in
English and the children’s first language
wherever possible. Use words the children

know to highlight and identify sounds.

1 Use Flashcards or objects

Starter Card 71

€gg

web

® Find the sound: stick a selection of
Flashcards on the wall, or put them down
on the floor or table. Ask the children
to find words with a particular sound,
such as /e/. Try using a different sound
each day.

® Sound pairs: ask the children to sort
through the Flashcards to find words
with matching sounds, such as book and
cook, or farm and food.

® Sound craft: select a sound of the
week. Draw, paint, and decorate a large
cut-out of the letters that represent the
sound. The children should find objects
or Flashcards containing that sound to
create a sound display table.

2 Use chants, songs, and rhymes
Help the children to become familiar with
natural rhythm and rhyme, by learning
traditional nursery rhymes, songs,
and chants.

A phonics chant is included at the back of
every Ladybird Readers Starter Activity
Book, and audio downloads of the chants
are available on the website:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

15 Saythe chant. ©* S
ay ay v

ay ay
ay in day,

'{7 ay in day. (\‘
in fish, I

o in fish

i in photo,

in photo.

3 Use story books or graded readers
Storytelling helps children to develop
linguistically, cognitively, and
emotionally. Stories explore familiar
themes and provide a playful and
imaginative context for children to
experiment with the sounds of English.

They contain high-frequency words, such
as animals, family, and food, as well as
words such as dragon, pirate, and giant,
which inspire children’s imaginations.

Brother Blue

mey C.(ﬂ‘\

Far

The Ladybird Readers Starter level uses
age-appropriate, engaging storytelling to
introduce a phonics approach to reading.

13
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Picture words

(Reader pages 4—3)

Ella Elephant

i

Vick Vet Zippy Zebra

The Picture words pages familiarize

the children with key vocabulary and
characters in the story. The words are
visually represented on the page and can be
listened to in the audio download.

These pages also feature a list of the main
letters and sounds, the theme of the story,
and an alphabet trail for reference.

The aim of the Picture words pages is to
prepare the children for the language in the
story, and to help them anticipate the story
content. These pages can be used:

® to explore the theme

to access learners’ previous knowledge

to pre-teach unfamiliar vocabulary

to focus on letters and sounds

to predict and discuss story content
and outcomes.

Activities

® Listen to the audio and point to
the pictures.

® Group the words. Ask, “Can you see
any animals?”, “Who are the people
in the story?”, “Where are they?”,
“What parts of the animals can
you see?”’, “Which animal do you
like best?”

® Recognize sounds. Ask, “Can you
find any /w/ words?”, “Can you find
any /¢/ words?” Ask children to
create sound groups.

® Predict what happens next. Ask,
“What do you think will happen in
the story?”

Look at the story
(Reader pages 6—15)

OLe

Vick Vet Liz

The Look at the story pages contain the
book 1illustrations and the Picture words,
but have no story text. Looking at these
pages prepares the children for reading
and listening to the full story. It allows the
children to start building an idea of the
storyline and the role of each character.

Activity page
(Reader page 16)

The Activity page consolidates the main
focus sounds in the story. The aim of this
activity is to provide further practice in
differentiating and associating sounds with
letters, words, and pictures.

The Picture words page will help the
children to complete this activity.

/

Activities

® Encourage the children to find the
Picture words in the illustrations.
Prompt them by asking questions,
such as “How many animals can
you see?”’, “What 1s Vick Vet doing?”,
“Why is Zippy Zebra sad?”

® Give the children time to look at the
pictures and turn the pages. Ask
them to talk about the scenes.

® Mime animals, people, or actions
from the story. Ask the children to
point to them in the pictures.

® Use the Flashcards and say,
“Find a /p/ word”. Make headbands
for some of the children to wear,
with a key sound on each one. Give
the rest of the children a Flashcard.
They must find the child with their
sound and sit together in groups.

~

/

15
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Read the story
(Reader pages 17—27)

Vick Vet drives to the zoo.
Liz likes her job at the zoo.

The Read the story pages can be read
aloud or listened to in the audio download.

The first time you read the story, you may
prefer it to be an extended listening activity
for the children, so they can listen carefully
and enjoy the story without interruption.
Encourage the children to listen to you,
rather than look at the pages of their

own book.

This way, the children will see the
expression you put into your reading.
They will learn how your voice changes
when making statements and asking
questions, and how the dialogue sounds
different to narration. For example, you
might read the page above in a happy,
cheerful voice.

The second time you read or listen to the
story, the children could do one of the
activities on the right.

The camel, the ox, and
the lions like her, too!

4 )

Activities

® Ask the children to make actions to
represent the characters or animals.

® Stop and ask questions to see if the
children understand the story: “Is
she happy?”, “Why?”, “Why not?”

® Divide the children into word- or
sound groups. When they hear their
word or sound they should stand up.

® Ask the children to listen to the
story and shout “Stop!” when they
hear words with a particular sound.
Congratulate them, and then
continue the story.

® Use the finger following method.
Although children may do this
incorrectly at first, it will help them
to practice reading English from left
to right.

Reader activities

(Reader pages 28—31)

/

/

Phonics

The Starter Readers include a wide
range of phonics activities, which
require the children to differentiate
and associate sounds in words. Other
phonics activities ask the children to
find and circle a particular sound in
words, or to circle words that have the
same sound.

o Look. Say the words. Match. @ ©

Color in words with the sound ee in
green. Color in words with the sound
0o in blue. Say the words. @ Q

. N
-
‘\a o
(oo )
N
Il
- NN

o /

/

Comprehension of meaning
There are also activities to check
comprehension of the story
content. These activities focus
mainly on the Picture words.
Children are often asked to decide
whether the words match the
pictures, or to read the words and
draw pictures.

Omedmd. Match. @

1 & father

3 " mother

5 ~ sister

0 Say the words. Draw the pictures.

Q0
egg foot
arm teeth

/

N

~

Decoding words and
building sentences

These activities work on children’s
reading, spelling, and writing skills,
and also feature the Picture words.
They include activities such as
blending and segmenting words, or
building sentences. Other activities
ask children to find and circle key
words in word snakes, join letters to
form words from picture prompts, or
reorder jumbled letters to form words.

(&) Find the words. @
Q@ =
"
’a"'greeu_i‘,_
e

&
~C

. 'a 1
Twellow

ﬁuldJD\Q

4

30

(5 Join the letters. Say the words. @O

P

= o
4 Be
—X ow
il
5 ye \a —

3

~

Answer Keys to all the activities are available to download from the website:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

17
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Phonics focus

(Activity Book pages 2—06)

o Listen and repeat. Trace. @* Q@

. Listen and repeat. Trace. @®* Q@

Phonics activities are also included in the Activity Book. These provide further practice
of the focus sounds in the story, as well as developing the children’s sound recognition,
association, and differentiation skills. The phonics activities in the Activity Book also
involve other skills, such as pre-writing. Children listen to and repeat the sounds, and

trace the associated letters.

o Say the words,

Color in pink the words with the sound e.
Color in yellow the words with the sound i. @ Q

-, )
) ]

(9

Sound association activities ask
children to color in words that have
the same sound.

° Say the words. Puta " by words with
the sound . Q Q@

1
B o ‘
2 v
<
B rice
3
«
g oy

4
~  farm

p—
_ ;,o" ,

Sound differentiation activities help
children to differentiate between sounds
and relate them to a written word.

Answer Keys to all the activities are available to download from the website:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

Reading and writing
(Activity Book pages 7—15)

o Look. Say the words. Write the correct letters.

=1/}

e Look. Say the words. Write the letters. O @

The Reading and writing activities have been carefully designed to scaffold children’s
progression in reading and writing. The early activities reinforce the spelling of key
words, while later activities develop the children's ability to read and complete sentences.

° Look. Circle the correct words. )

1 £ -mother fa

~
3 e hug fright
4 ﬁ egg teeth
5 m sister father

At word level (pages 7—11), activities check
the children’s comprehension of key story
words. Activities include:

® read and draw/match/write

® read and circle the correct words.

her

. Read. Color in the picture. Q)

1 He has black eyes.

2 He has a red jocket.
3 He has a yellow hand.
4 He has green feet.

5 He has a blue bag.

At sentence level (pages 12—15), activities
provide practice in recognizing and
completing sentences. Activities include:

® read the sentences and color the picture
® read and circle the correct word/sentence
® write the correct words.

Answer Keys to all the activities are available to download from the website:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk
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@ Say the chant. )
J) t t ottt /)
tin Ted,
q\ .[7 tin Ted. (\
j d d ddd S
din Dot,
'/> «in Dot.

|
= b b bbb

@ Say the chant. © O @ Sap the chant. ©

ar ay ay ay ay

ar in cart, 1 in day,

J? ar incart. {\ D v inday.
ow h sh sh sk

ow in town, j 1 in fish,

8 o in town, 7y i fish,

o 00 00 00 ph ph ph

JD oo in food, J) ph in photo,

ph in photo.

« in box,
« in box.

b in Bella,
b in Bella.

Saying and repeating chants contributes
to children’s cognitive development.

It helps to reinforce literacy and numeracy
skills, and to develop children’s memory.
The chants also support children’s physical
development—acting out the chant can
improve coordination, and develop fine and
gross motor skills.

Children’s linguistic skills are improved,
as chants support phonemic awareness,
drawing attention to the pronunciation of
individual sounds, and the intonation and
rhythm of the English language. They are
also easy to memorize.

Above all else, the chants are fun and
sociable. They encourage cooperation and
are suitable for different learning styles.

The chants on page 16 of the Ladybird
Readers Activity Books provide a grand
finale which children will love. They target
the focus sounds used in the story, and
provide meaningful, fun repetition through
catchy rhythms.

uuuuuuu

Activities

® Before listening, children can match
sounds in the chants to Flashcards
of the words with those sounds.

® Make sound cards to hold up and
match with the Flashcards.

® Divide the children into sound- and
word groups. Give each sound group
a sound from the chant, and each
word group a word from the chant.
When listening to the chant, the
sound groups should join in with
their sound, and the word groups
should chant their word.

® After listening to the chants,
encourage the children to think of
more words with the key sounds.
They could even make a new chant
by substituting the words in the
recorded chants with their own.

o /

Audio recordings of the chants are available
to download from:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

wet

Card 65 %

\ %“*’*oo
]

The Flashcards are a valuable teaching tool, and can be used in many different ways.

Congg,

Activities

® Discovery bag

Choose Flashcards for words you would
like to pre-teach or revise with the
children, and put them in a brightly
colored bag or box. Slowly take each
card out of the bag or box, and ask the
children to say the word.

® Find me a...?

Place the Flashcards on the wall. Mime
a word for the children to point to. Once
the children are confident in this, ask
them to mime the words for their partner
to guess.

® Whispering game

Ask the children to sit in a circle, and
place the Flashcards in the middle of
the circle, on the floor. Whisper one of
the Flashcard words to the child on your
left. The whisper is passed from child to
child. The last child picks up the card
representing the word they heard. Next
time, whisper a word to the second child
on your left, and so on.

® Who has got the...?

Ask a number of children to stand at

the front of the room. Give each of these
children a Flashcard to hold behind their
back. Ask, “Who has got the...?”, and
encourage the other children to guess.
They should shout out the name of a
child at the front, who then shows their
Flashcard. Continue until the children
remember who has each word.

® Categories

Drop dall the Flashcards on the floor

(as if by mistake), and ask each child

to pick one Flashcard up. The children
should take it in turns to show their
Flashcard, and say what it is. Then,
encourage the children to put their cards
into categories. Ask, “Who has got an
animal?”, “Who has got a fruit?”

® Sound matching

Give a Flashcard to each child. Ask the
children to find another child who has a
card with a sound that matches theirs.

~

/
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Role-play and drama are powerful
teaching tools through which children can
develop their communication skills in a
second language. Drama brings language
to life, and makes it real, purposeful,

and personal. It also helps to develop
children’s interpersonal skills as they
collaborate, make decisions, organize, and
delegate roles.

Starting out in drama

You can begin to familiarize the class with
drama activities through mime, gestures,
sound, and imitation.

4 )
Activities
® Use an English-speaking puppet

to encourage the children to
speak independently about
everyday topics, such as their
likes and dislikes. This can
generate self-confidence, and
prepare children for more
involved drama activities.

® Encourage the children to mime
actions as you read the story.
This helps them to make the
connection between language and
physical expression.

® Prompt the children to think
of an action to represent each
Picture word. They could make
their actions as they listen to
the story.

® Ask the children to make
animal noises or sound effects to
accompany the story.

® Encourage the children to imitate
voices from the story, using
expression and intonation to show
that a character is happy, sad,

angry, or excited.
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Extended drama activities

Once the children feel more confident
speaking English, you can move on to
slightly more advanced techniques. These
include simple role-play and drama, using
language related to the Readers, such as
“Can I go in the boat?”, “Yes, you can.” If the
Reader has plenty of dialogue, the children
can act out the story.

Dom Dog is in his new boat. Pat Cat sees Dom’s boat.
He has a new jacket and
a new hat.

A role-play script for each Starter Reader is
available to download from the website:
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

Managing drama activities

Setting up a role-play or drama activity
carefully will help it to succeed, so try to
consider the following in your planning.

® Use the available space effectively
(move chairs and tables to create
a stage).

® KEstablish a clear framework with a
step-by-step lesson plan.

® Think about the language the
children will need and practice this
in advance.

® Prepare props, such as drawings,
objects, backdrops, puppets, or masks.

Making props

Maoaking props for role-play and drama is something that the children can be involved

in. This type of activity helps to bring the language and story context to life. It provides

another opportunity to revisit and reinforce key language, and is a sociable, collaborative,
and creative way to explore the story. There are all kinds of craft activities you could use,

depending on the story context.

e
Activities

® Reusing items

Some props will be existing items that
children can find and reuse. These
might include empty food packages,
hats, scarves, bags, glasses, shells,
leaves, feathers, or any other easily
obtainable item.

® Create a prop box

Prop boxes can be grouped by theme,
such as on the farm, at the zoo, at the
doctors, or on the beach. These props
will spark the children’s imagination,
encouraging them to initiate role-play
and exploration.

® Masks

Make, color, or paint simple face masks
for the children to wear during role-
play. These could be animal masks or
character masks. Card or felt are good
materials to use.

~

® Headbands

These are a useful alternative to masks,
and can be made out of card. Children
can draw and decorate them according to
the language and story context.

® Puppets

Simple finger or stick puppets really
capture the interest of young children.
They help to foster children's social
interaction with their peers, and are ideal
to use in chants, acting, and role-play.

® Origami

Children are fascinated by the way that
something familiar and tangible can be
made from just a piece of paper. Dogs,
cats, boats, and hats are particularly
straightforward, and can be decorated
and used in drama activities.




Children aged five to eight learn

first from sharing a book with an
expert reader who reads aloud to
them. As a classroom teacher, you
will begin by choosing a book for

the whole class to share as you read
aloud or listen to the free audio
download. Children can follow using
their own copy of the Reader. The
youngest children learn basic skills,
such as how to follow the text from left
to right. Older children will know how
to read, but will still enjoy hearing the
book read to them, because it helps
them to follow the story.

If you put lots of expression into your
reading, children will learn how your
voice changes from making statements
to asking questions, and how dialogue
sounds different from the narration of
the story. So, for example, if you were
reading the page below, you would
speak in the angry voice of the witch
as she asks Dorothy for the shoes.
Different voices could also be created for
the lion, tin man, and scarecrow to
differentiate their characters and

give them color, depth, and charm.

F

One day, the witch said, “If you
n't give me those magic shoes,
- Iwill kill your little dog.”
Dorothy was very angry. She
picked up a bucket of water, and
she threw it over the witch.

“You horrible girl, your water
is killing me!” said the
Horrible Witch. And suddenly,
she wasn't there.
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Before reading

Use the book’s cover and the Picture words
page at the beginning of each Reader to
capture the children’s interest. Hold up

the cover of The Wizard of Oz, for example.
Ask questions such as: “Who 1s she?”;
“What kind of animal is this?”; “Where

are they?”; and, “Where are they going?”

to check whether the children already

know something about the story and its

key words.

Ladybird o Readers

The Wizard of Oz

Write the Picture words on the board, or
use the Flashcards, so that learners can
focus on the shape of the word. Point out
the letters in the word and pronounce the
sound that each letter makes. Then say the
whole word, so that the children hear how
the letter sounds come together. Get the
children to pronounce the whole words

after you.
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During reading

Read the whole story aloud or listen to the
audio download, but check that the children
are following. Be prepared to stop and help
them if they become lost. At the end, check
the children’s understanding, referring

to three or four pictures in the book from
its beginning, middle, and end. This helps
to develop children’s skills in top-down
processing by enabling them to make

a mental map of the storyline.

Even the youngest children should be able
to follow the printed sentences in their
books on a second reading. They begin to
grasp the structure of how one sentence
builds from the previous sentence. Ask the
children to put their finger on the beginning
of each sentence and trace through each

of its parts as you say it. This method of
finger following helps make them aware
that their eye is tracking from left to right
across the line of printed text. The ability to
eye-track from word to word is an important
part of bottom-up processing.

“Here are the penguins!
Can we have a penguin?”’
ask Topsy and Tim.

“No, you cannot have a
penguin!” says Mommy.

Listen and repeat

Traditional stories often have phrases

in dialogues that are repeated throughout
the text. Encourage the children to join
in your reading of a story by repeating
these phrases. For example, they can
repeat this dialogue from Topsy and Tim:
Go to the Zoo (Level 1).

4 )

“No, you cannot have a penguin!”
says Mommy.

“No, you cannot have a zebra!” )
says Dad. &

Gradually increase the amount that
children can repeat from the text, to
develop their reading confidence.

25
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Paired reading

Paired reading helps to give children the
confidence to read aloud, by sharing the
reading with an adult or an older child. The
child and the “expert reader” take turns to
read a page or a part in a dialogue.

After reading

Reading should always be followed by
comprehension checks. The activities

at the end of the Readers will help you
check general comprehension. You can
also reinforce children’s mental map by
recreating the story visually. For example,
they could draw the storyline, or work
together to act out the story.

You will also need to work on bottom-up
word recognition. Start with familiar words
that begin or end with the consonants

s, t, p, and 1, and then move on to other
consonants. Write the words on cards, with
the initial letter in a different color. Then,
ask children to find the same word in their
books. Use the same method to get children
to recognize vowels in the middle of words.

After this, introduce spelling activities.
Teach children to learn how to spell words
by the method of Look, Cover, Write,
Check. Children look at the printed word,;
cover the word; write the word themselves;
then check it against the original.

You can also play games with word cards
or Flashcards to encourage the children to
read quickly at sight. For example, divide
the class into two teams and put two words

on the board, such as Venus and Jupiter, and

say one word out loud. A child from each
team has to race to the board to touch the
correct word first.

Independent reading

As children become confident in reading,
they can choose their own books and work
at their own pace. This is most likely to
happen at Level 4 in the Ladybird Readers
series. Before they start reading the books,
ask them what they already know about

the topics and what they want to find out.
If the children are reading Sam and the
Robots (Level 4), for example, ask them what
they already know about robots. Then, ask
them what other things they’'d like to learn
about robots. Write some questions on the
board about the robots in the story for the
children to answer after reading; this will
help them to organize their mental map of
the text. When they have finished the story,
ask them to tell you the answers to your
questions and also to complete the activities
at the back of the book. Another idea is to
ask children to write a review of the book
for others in the class.

A Lesson Plan for each Reader is available
to download from the Ladybird Readers
website.

Using Ladybird Readers at home

Sharing a book at home with a Ladybird (7) Readers
parent or caregiver is one of the Lodgbird (7) Readers

most powerful reading experiences

for children. As homework, you and
your child may reread together the
Reader that the whole class is using
at school. Or you may have chosen

your own books to read. Either way,

How are you, Spot?

Ludgblrd e Readers
) e 4 1ag.

recommended on pages 8 to 9 for i | I Ny ¢ = ‘b 1

you are able to work at your child’s
own pace and, where relevant,
relate the book to experiences

you have had together as a family.

Use the same before reading and
during reading techniques as

classroom use. Paired reading is sk
- ‘ w_if"
Peter Rabbit and
the Angry Owl

also particularly recommended in this 8 A
situation. If children have difficulty
saying a word, give them a short time
to correct themselves, but if they can’t
do this, just say the word quietly and
move on to the next part of the book.

Some parents are happy to read to

their child in English; others feel more

comfortable if they can play an audio

version downloaded from the internet.

At other times, your child may want to

listen and read on their own. Please visit The Pony o
Forests

www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk for free School News

audio downloads and extra material for

each book. Ladybird (7) Readers

bl Oliver Twist
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Comprehension of meaning

In Level 1, the first activity often tests
comprehension of key words. Children
read a sentence, for example, “This is

the girl.”, and put a if the sentence
matches the picture, or a if it does not.

There is also often a selection of simple
true or false questions for children to
work their way through.

Another activity to test comprehension
requires children to read incomplete
sentences about the story and then
write in the missing word.

“What?” and “Where?” questions, such as
those found in activity 11 in The Red
Knight (Level 3), test a higher level of
comprehension. These require children
to produce a spoken or written response.
At first, children say or write one-word
answers, such as yes or no. Then, they
progress to whole sentences.

. Ask and answer the questions
with a friend. o

Decoding words and
building sentences

Reordering jumbled letters to form a

word from a picture prompt, finding the
hidden words in a word search, and solving
crossword puzzles are all activities that
help children decode individual words.

Children also need to pay attention to the
word order and grammar in sentences.
Two activities that practice this include
making sentences from jumbled words, and
finding the matching halves of sentences.

Vocabulary

Each Reader contains a Picture words
section at the beginning of the book. This
gives children a way to check the meaning
of words they may not know or remember.

When children learn the meaning of words, it

1s an important step forward in using words

independently. For example, activity 1 of The
Pied Piper of Hamelin (Level 4) asks children

to match a definition with a key word, such
as, “This person’s job is to make a town

safe and clean for all the people. (mayor)”
Encourage learners at Level 4 to make their
own dictionary of words and definitions.

. Choose the correct words and write
them on the lines. o o 0
Humelin? f\ruts) Ifmuunrt: itown/w
(cat) (spoon) (mountain) (Tiver)

1 This is the name of
the town in the story. Hamelin

2 The people of

o
How many Hamelin wanted
knights are there? these small animals
to leave the town.

(There are two knights} 3 This person’s job
'ﬁ/ is to make a town
2 Where is Tom? safe and clean for
3 What is Tom saying to the all the people.
Red Knight? 4 This place is a very
high hill.

4 What are the Red Knight and
his horse wearing?

Writing

Many of the reading skills activities also
develop children’s writing skills. First,

get children to practice writing sentences
to answer questions in the book. Then,
encourage them to make their own “zigzag
book” version of a story.*

@ read e questions,

Write the answers. Q) @ @
1 Why did the fairy visit Pinocchio
again?
Because he was being
a good boy.
2 Why did the fairy think Pinocchio

was being a good boy?

8 Why did Pinocchio and Geppetta
jump up and down?

4
Speaking

The speaking activities in the books give
children four reasons to communicate with
others in English:

1 To talk about the story and their response
to it, for example, in The Pied Piper of
Hamelin (Level 4), “What was the mayor’s
biggest mistake?”

2 To ask and find out information, for
example, in Dinosaurs (Level 2), “Which
dinosaur was this? What color was it?”

Ask and answer the questions
with a friend. Q)

1 | Which dinosaur was this?
This was Velociraptor.

2 What color was it?
3 Was it a big or a little dinosaur?

4 What did it use to fight?

3 To relate what they have read to their
personal experience, for example, in Peter
Rabbit Goes to the Treehouse (Level 2),
“Would you like to make a treehouse
with your friends?”

4 To compare pictures, for example, in
Sharks (Level 3), “Work with a friend.
Look at the two pictures. Talk about
these two sharks.”

A

To get the children to talk to each other,
you need to demonstrate how to work with
a partner. Encourage two children to ask
and answer questions, working as partners,
in front of the class. Then, get every child
to work with a partner. Go around the

class to listen and give feedback.

Using the audio downloads

All the Readers have an audio download
available in a choice of British English or
American English. Children can either
read independently while listening to

the audio version or listen to the story
without reading. The audio recordings
also help children to practice intonation
and pronunciation, and can be used at
home as well as in the classroom. All audio
downloads are available at
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

-

* A “zigzag book” is a long strip of eight
pictures with a sentence underneath each
picture to describe the stage of the story.
The pictures are folded back-to-back in
eight equal sections using an accordion
pleat, to create a small eight-page book.
Children draw their own pictures and
copy sentences to make a personal

version of the story to take home.

N J
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The Activity Book that accompanies
each Reader gives children further
opportunities to practice language
skills, such as speaking, listening,
singing, reading, spelling, and
writing. An answer key for each title
is available to download at
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

Listening skills

The Activity Books contain specially written
listening activities that allow children to
practice how to listen carefully for
top-down comprehension of the whole
story, as well as bottom-up details of
specific information. An example of listening
for specific information is found in activity

6 of the The Jungle Book (Level 3) Activity
Book. Here, children have to listen and
1dentify details about Mowgli.

. Listen and write about the boy in

the jungle. @ * Q @

1 What is the boy’s name? Mowgli

2 Where does he come from? A

3 Where does he live? The

4 Who does he live with? Mother and Father

5 What can he do? Make calls.

6 What is he as strong as?

1tk 2 of the-cudic domrlod aveidabl ot womlodird s odgirdosadirs

There are also activities in some of the
Activity Books where children listen
and color a picture. The audio tracks for
the listening activities are available as
downloads on the website.

Singing skills

Children love singing. The inclusion of Y\

songs in the Ladybird Readers Activity
Books also fulfills specific language-learning
criteria of spelling, reading, writing, and
singing. The rhythm and melody of each
song helps children to memorize the

words and pronounce them clearly.

You can help children to remember the song
by drawing attention to repeated patterns.
For example, you can show how the sounds
made by the letter patterns -ot, -op, and
-o0k are repeated in different words in this
song from The Magic Porridge Pot (Level 1).

15 Sing the song. 0 . J)

“Here's a magic pot,” the old woman says.
J7 “Cook, little pot! Cook, cook, cook!”
The little pot cooks. Then the old woman says, <\
“Stop, little pot! Stop, stop, stop!”
J) “Here’s a magic pot,” the little girl says.
Her mother says the words and the little pot cooks.

But she doesn’t know the words. How does it stop?
There's porridge in the kitchen! There’s porridge in the street!
“Stop, little pot!” says the little girl, “STOP!”

And the people in the town eat, eat, eat. j

Reading and spelling skills

The Activity Book practices the skills of
top-down reading through some familiar
and some new activity types, for example,
recreating the story from a jumbled set

of pictures and sentences. There is also a
strong emphasis on spelling. At Levels 1
and 2, there are activities to help children
quickly identify the letters that begin and
end words, such as reading “snakes” of
joined-up words. In later levels, children are
asked to decide on the correct spelling of a
word from two possibilities.

Critical thinking skills

Reading helps children to mentally categorize
and compare things and situations.

The Activity Books have specific activities to
encourage these critical thinking skills. For
example, activity 5 of The Magic Porridge
Pot (Level 1) asks children to categorize a
set of words into clothes, animals, or places
to live. Other activities encourage children
to reflect on story characters and their
motivations. Activity 11 in the Cinderella
Activity Book (Level 1) asks:

Who do you like in the story
of Cinderella? Who is not nice in
the story?

4 )
Skills key

The activities in both the Readers and
the Activity Books provide a helpful key
to show which skills are being practiced
and developed during an exercise.

Ladybird Readers key
a Spelling and writing

-1V Reading

O Speaking

0 Critical thinking

Preparation for the Cambridge
Young Learners Exams

Ladybird Readers Activity
Book key

@ Singing *

Y Reading

O Speaking

@ Critical thinking

*To complete these activities, listen to the audio download
available at www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

N
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The Ladybird Readers series covers five levels, and is designed to take children from
Pre-A1l to A2 in the CEFR framework. It provides practice activities for children working
towards the Cambridge English: Young Learners Starters, Movers, and Flyers exams.

First Phrases
25—50 words

Starter Pre-Al )
A and B 50—100 words )

L |1 Pre-Al
eve YLE Starters « 100—200 words

Beginner

A2
YLE Flyers / KET « 900—1,500 words

Ladybird () Readers

The Tale of

Peter Rabbit In a Plane

. . m Amazing
Puss in Boots Aladdin I'reasure Island 7 9
Predators

To order Ladybird Readers, please contact your local distributor. More details can be found at:

www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk
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